
Name:______________________________________ Date:_______________________ 
 

How much water are you really using? 
 

Overview: 
This will be a take home assignment that students will perform. Students will record how much 

water they are using at home and will come back the next day to calculate how much water 

they are consuming on a daily basis and find ways to cut down on usage and costs. The purpose 

of this assignment is to bring awareness to the topic of water scarcity and learn how to 

efficiently use their resources.  

 

Water hunt: 
Record how many times/ how many minutes a day you and your family use these water 

resources at home. 

 

Number of family members:_______________members 
 

Restroom:_________________________________________times 
 
Bathing:____________________________________________minutes 
 
Hygiene(teeth):_________________________________minutes 
 
Dishwashing:_____________________________________minutes/cycle 
 
Laundry:___________________________________________loads 
 
Now that you’ve collected this information, let’s do some math! 

 

conversions: 
1 flush= ~3.5 Gallons 
 
1 minute in the shower= ~4 gallons 
 
1 minute of teeth brushing/ handwashing= ~1.5 gallons 
 
1 cycle of dishes= ~6 Gallons 
 
1 load of laundry= ~40 gallons 



Using these conversions, calculate how much water is used by your family: 

 
Per day:__________________________________gallons 
 
Per week:_______________________________gallons 
 
Per month:_____________________________Gallons 
 
Per year:________________________________gallons 
 
Now let’s calculate costs: 

 

In Portland, 1.8 gallons= ~$0.01  
 

This may not seem like a lot but it sure does add up over time! 

 
Per day:__________________________________Dollars 
 
Per week:_______________________________Dollars 
 
Per month:_____________________________Dollars 
 
Per year:________________________________Dollars 
 
Tips to save water and money: 

● Take showers rather than baths 

● Take shorter showers 

● Turn the faucet off while you’re brushing your teeth 

● Hand wash your dishes rather than placing them in the dishwasher 

● Tighten the values on the toilet to prevent leaks 

● Replace older machines with newer, EnergyStar models (these help save water and 

electricity) 

 

Now brainstorm some of your own tips: 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 


